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Celebrate diversity, math, and the power of storytelling!

Joyful stories and hands-on activities 
make it easy for kids and their grown-ups 

to explore everyday math together.
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About the Book
Time to garden! Mei plants a seed and watches it grow. Soon the 
little plant is up to her toes, then her knees, then her waist. How 
tall will it get?

About the Math
Young children learn about measurement as they compare the sizes 
of things around them. In this story, Mei explores measurement 
as she compares the height of the plant to the height of her toe, 
knees, waist, and shoulders. At the end of the story, she fi nds that 
the plant is even taller than she is! Experiences like these help 
children make sense of rulers and yardsticks in later years.
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Storytelling Math celebrates children using 
math in their daily adventures as they play, 
build, and discover the world around them. 
Joyful stories and hands-on activities make 
it easy for kids and their grown-ups to 
explore everyday math together.
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A Tower as Tall as I Am
Help children use blocks or empty boxes to build a tower as tall as 
they are. As children build, wonder out loud, “How can we tell if 
the tower is as tall as you?” Have children stand next to the tower 
to compare.

Up to My Knees
Visit a park or green space to fi nd a plant as high as your child’s 
knee. Return to visit the plant every few weeks and ask: “Is the 
plant still as high as your knee? How can you tell if the plant is 
growing?”

Hands Together
Hold your hand up against your child’s hand. Talk together 
about how your hands compare in size, using words such as 
wider, longer, taller, smaller, and thinner. Point out that both 
hands have the same number of fi ngers!

Talk About Tall
Help children notice heights in everyday life. Look for 
opportunities to compare heights of familiar things. “The 
baby doll is taller than the giraffe!” “That shelf is over your 
head, but you can reach it by stretching your arm up!” 

Math Activities
Explore measurement with these activities!
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