Play Patterns Unpacked

Making Sense of the Why Behind the Play

We All Use Schemas!
Developmental Overview
Notice, Name, Extend

Common Play Schema Categories
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Inclusion & Equity Considerations
Notice, Name, Extend
Play Pattern Potential (Materials Focus)

Play Patterns as a Process (Common
Developmental Scenarios)

Engaging with Families

We All Use Schemas!

Schemas:
o are like mental maps or blueprints

o are structures to help us organize and

interpret information

o help us make sense of new experiences

Developmental Overview

Infants & Toddlers Repetition with Purpose

Preschoolers

Make Meaning Through Play

Shift from Physical Actions to

School-aged Children Mental Strategies

Teenagers Apply Schema Maps to

Adults

Increasingly Abstract Concepts

Learning Outcomes

Define play schemas, identify common
schema categories, and recognize their
role in how young children explore and
make sense of the world.

Respond intentionally to children's schema-
driven play by selecting and adapting
materials, environments, and interactions to
scaffold each child’s learning journey.

Honor and nurture the deep learning
happening through children’s play by
planning with a "Notice, Name, and
Extend" approach, framing guidance
through a schema lens, and communicating
the value of schema play to families and
colleagues.

@ Ah-Ha!

In order to ...
understand the world through senses & movement

In order to ...
integrate imagination & symbolism

In order to ..
apply understandings to thinking, planning &
learning

In order to ..
support social & identity development

In order to ...

Apply & Evolve Existing Schemas navigate complexities in varying contexts
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Common Play Schema Categories
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Not a set of standardized categories
e |ots of nuance and overlap
e Familiarity with this group of nine will
help strengthen educator’s “Schema
Spotting” muscles

Play Pattern: You might notice: Ideas & materials for extending:
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Inclusion & Equity Considerations ;@1 Ah-Hal
e Schemas are particularly supportive
to building knowledge when words

don’t come easily.

* Goal is not to stop repetitive
behaviors, but to reflect and apply
the insight they provide.

* Predictability is comforting. A sense
of safety is essential for all learners.

e Children’s culture and unique
experiences inform play patterns

Notice, Name & Extend with a

Using a Play Pattern Lens 9: Ah-Ha!
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* Notice: Use your growing
understanding of Play Schema to
observe Play Patterns in Action

¢ Name: Give language to what we
see, naming the “why” driving the
play

e Extend: Use this awareness to plan
for materials, invitations, or
experiences to meet children’s
schema needs and interests

e This framework helps shift our lens
from ‘How do | stop this behavior?’
to ‘What is this child working on, and
how can | help them keep going,
safely and purposefully?”

Webinar Activities o
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Play Pattern Potential! ¥

e Practice connecting materials
to play patterns

Play Patterns as a Process
e Practice considering common
early childhood scenarios
through a Play Pattern lens

Engaging with Families "y
9aging -9: Ah-Ha!
A Play Pattern Lens can support:
¢ Daily family communication
¢ Anecdotal notes to support child
observations
e Partnering with families to notice
Play Schema needs
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Resources:

Play Patterns Unpacked: 9 Ploy Schemas Quick Reference

Cannecting Children's Repeated Actions to Play Schemas

- Notice - Name - Extend -
3" Reflection Guide Blocks/Construction

PLAY PATTERNS

Aletter 1o Families
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Play Patterns in Practice: Using Schemas to Teach
with Purpose

From Theory to Play: A Snapshot of Schemas in Real
Life

=&)<= Play Patterns Family
*O° Letter Template

Editable template to support
educators and program leaders
in their communications with
families.

%

Play Schemas in Action ) s@)= Play Schemas Quick Reference

& Reflection Guide

Combined visual resource and reflection
guide to support educators as they
apply a Play Schema lens to their
observations, teaching, and planning.

0: Blog: Play Patterns in Practice: Using
&~ schemas to Teach with Purpose



https://www.shopbecker.com/globalassets/resource-cafe/webinars/play-patterns-unpacked/play-schemas-quick-reference-and-reflection-guide/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGqVk8Wu7w/c415lXI5a_DTFAprQCxsGA/view?utm_content=DAGqVk8Wu7w&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.shopbecker.com/resource-cafe/beckers-blog/innovation-in-the-classroom/play-patterns/

