
All Kinds of Families Puzzle Set
Talking Points

This puzzle set was intentionally created to introduce
young children to diverse family structures, families
just like theirs and families quite different from their
own. While families may look different, do different
things, eat different food, use different names and
wear different clothes, they have many things in
common.

It is critical that the materials in our classrooms represent the children who
spend their time in our learning environments. Children should see themselves
and their experiences mirrored in the books, instructional materials, toys and
photos found on the shelves and walls around the classroom. This helps to
promote the message that each child is a valued member of the community.

Some Key Ideas When Talking with Children about All Kinds of Families

Families come in all shapes and sizes, colors and numbers.
Families aren’t limited to the people who live with you in your home.
Families might look different and do different things that make them unique
but families have many things in common.
Extended family members can have important roles in a family even if they
live apart from us.
Being a part of a family can give children a sense of belonging.
Families share everyday activities with each other.
Families make memories together. We all have our own family stories.
Relationships can change within families.
Having different kinds of families makes the world an interesting place.
All family types need to be respected and equally appreciated, including single
parent families, same-sex parents, blended families and families with mixed
race, religion and ethnicity.
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